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Overview and Objectives

ÅObjective: By the end of this presentation participants will have a 
better understanding of Expos, history of U.S. participation, alignment 
with U.S strategic goals, and the future of the program.

ÅOverview
ÅHistory

ÅWhy & How

ÅCurrent Environment: Financing, Legislation, & Opportunities

ÅExpo 2020 Dubai



òThe community of nations must 

work together to achieve stability, 

security, and peace. This exposition 

that we open today is another step 

toward achieving those goals.ó

Ronald Reagan

Opening of Worldõs Fair 1982 Knoxville

Standing the Test of Time



What is an International Exposition?

ÅAlso known as Worldõs Fairs or World Expo

ÅBureau of International Expositions (BIE) is the intergovernmental 
organization that regulates Expos

ÅNation branding events - evolved from trade & technology fairs

ÅTwo Types
ÅWorld Expos: every 5 years (ò0s and 5só)
Å6 months long, self -build pavilions
ÅPlatforms aimed at finding solutions to universal challenges of our time

ÅSpecialized Expos, may occur in between World Expos
Å3 months long, building provided by organizers
ÅEvents dedicated to finding solutions to precise challenges of humanity



St. Louis 1904

Expo 1939 
New York 

Expo 1915 San 
Francisco 

Expo 1974 
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Expo 1968 
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Seattle 
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1984 New 
Orleans 

Living Legacy: 

20th Century Worldõs Fairs in USA

1964 New 
York 



Worldõs Fairs are Noté

ÅDead

ÅTrade Shows

ÅSeries of giant tents

ÅA circus 

ÅA Carnival or state fair

ÅOnly a few countries  



Visitor Numbers
Representative Expos

7

2005 Aichi, 

Japan

22 Million

1998 Lisbon, 

Portugal

11 Million

2010 Shanghai, 

China

73 Million

1986 Vancouver, 

Canada

22 Million

2000 Hannover, 

Germany

18 Million

1988 Brisbane, 

Australia

16 Million

1992 Seville, 

Spain

42 Million

2008 Zaragoza, 

Spain

6 Million

1993 Daejeon, 

South Korea

15 Million

2012 Yeosu, 

South Korea

8 Million

2015 Milan, Italy

23 Million

2017 Astana, 

Kazakhstan

2 Million

6 month Expo

3 month Expo

Legend:



Milan 2015 Shanghai 2010

Aichi 2005 Astana 2017 Astana 2017

Expo Images:

Big Pavilions

Inspiring Design

Large Crowds

Trade Delegations

Arts & Culture


